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             ow can I help you? When I think about 
my long-time friend Jerry Jampolsky, 

this is the phrase that most often comes to 
mind. I met Jerry in 1978 when my brother 
and I founded Miracle Distribution Center. 
Jerry’s dedication 
to service and 
helping was on 
full display with 
the work he did 
with terminally ill 
children and 
their parents
and siblings. 
Through the 
first Center for 
Attitudinal 
Healing in 
Tiburon, California, he gave those who 
thought they had nothing left to give, the 
realization of the healing power they could 
experience by being truly helpful to others 
going through the same experience. He was 
not there to sympathize with them, but to 
remind them that they had a great gift to give. 
They grew stronger by being truly helpful.
     Jerry’’s work with attitudinal healing was 
sparked after he found A Course in Miracles 
in 1975. He incorporated the Course’s 
principles into his 1979 international best-
seller, Love is Letting Go of Fear. The simplic-
ity with which Jerry explained the Course’s 
principles became an entry point for many 
students of the Course. I have heard from 
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more students than I can count how they 
came to the Course, and still do, because of 
Jerry and his books and work. 
     A focus on a simple truth almost seems 
impossible during these complex times, 
but simplicity is not ignorance and truth is 

not powerless. As a 
matter of fact, truth is 
the only power there 
is. What is the truth? 
Jerry said it best in his 
book Teach Only Love 
where he stated the 
seven principles of 
attitudinal healing... 

   1.  Health is inner 
peace. There-
fore, healing is 
letting go of fear.

     To make changing the body our goal is 
to fail to recognize that our single goal is 
peace of mind.

   2.  The essence of our being is love. 
Love cannot be hindered by what is 
merely physical. Therefore, we believe 
that mind has no limits; nothing is 
impossible. And because love is eternal, 
death need not be viewed fearfully.

   3.  Giving is receiving. When our attention 
is on giving and joining with others, fear 
is removed and we accept healing for 
ourselves.

Jerry, Beverly, and Diane at MDC’s 2009 Conference.

We are here only
to be truly helpful...
FREE Recordings for You!

     In 1983, Steven Halpern and Beverly 
Hutchinson teamed up to create a healing 
series of seven recordings blending the 
words of A Course in Miracles, read by 
Beverly, with Steven’s sound-health music. 
Nearly 40 years later, these recordings 
continue to stand the test of time, providing 
a way for the transformative power of the 
Course to slip into our minds through the 
vehicle of music. Countless listeners have 
shared how the recordings have brought 
peace, comfort, and healing during their 
most challenging times. 

     We are honored to have provided these 
miracles in the lives of so many. There is 
no doubt we are all in need of a focus on 
the truth for our healing, and that is why we 
are making our mp3 recordings available 
free of charge. Each recording deals with a 
unique focus. Browse the recordings, make 
your choice, and let the healing begin. 
Go to: miraclecenter.org and click on 
Store. 
      Please send us any comments or 
stories about your experiences with the 
recordings. As always, your tax-deductible 
gifts are greatly appreciated to maintain our 
many free services. Thank you.

“I try every morning to meditate with 
The Holy Instant. It helps relieve my anxiety

and restores my peace.” - Marion
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peaceful setting of the incredible ranch 
property. See page 9 for more details. Our 
convenient payment plan allows you to make 
a deposit of $99 now to reserve your room. 

Q  Lessons in Light series continues — Be-
ginning February 17 and continuing through 
the 40 days leading up to Easter, this popular 
series shines a new light on 
the concepts surrounding 
this season. The lessons in 
this series were listed in the 
previous issue, so please 
refer to that issue or go to 
our website miraclecenter.
org where the weekly les-
sons will also be listed. We 
will be discussing the lessons in this popular 
series as part of the Center’s recorded lives-
tream meetings, so consider joining us! 

Q Share peace as you drive — Our sturdy, 
chrome-plated metal license plate frame 
which proudly states, “Teach only love, for 

that is what you 
are,” is available 
for purchase at our 
website. 
miraclecenter.org, 
click on “Store”.

Q  Giving a truly meaningful Gift — Here’s 
what many students of the Course have done: 
Given a tax-deductible donation to MDC in 
someone’s honor or memory. If you would 
like to give in such a way, send your donation 
and request, and we will send him, her or the 
family a personalized letter acknowledging 
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For more information go to 
miraclecenter.org or call 714-632-9005

your appreciation and support. It’s a wonder-
ful honor for that dedicated someone or their 
family. And, what a blessing it will be to those 
the Center serves, for your donation will go 
to support its free services! Gifts in memory 
of... Jerry Jampolsky from Joe Wardzala in 
Elmwood Park, IL. ... Harry Whelan, devot-

ed husband and Course 
student, from Gail Whelan in 
Howard City, MI.

Q  FREE Easter ACIM 
E-Cards — Share a thought 
from the Course electroni-
cally with friends and family 
this Easter season! We have 
come up with a variety of 

beautiful, full color e-cards with poignant 
Course quotes for every occasion. It’s easy 
and FREE at our website! 

Q  “I could see peace instead of this.” (W-34) 
This early workbook lesson in the Course 
shares the way to peace in our lives. It’s not 
by denying our problems that we will find 
peace, but by looking clearly at the challenges 
of life and not being distracted by their illusive 
influence. The promise of peace to prevail 
and transcend the limitations of the world is 
inevitable, for in truth, only peace is possible 
because that is the Will of God for us. It’s time 
we join with our real power instead of our 
diminished thinking. We invite you to unite 
with us daily in prayerful thought for yourself, 
loved ones, and those in the Miracle Prayer 
Ministry. Every day at 4:30pm (Pacific Time), 
we invite you to stop and join us. The gift you 
give is the gift you will receive! If you have a 
prayer request, please send it to MDC. Don’t 
forget to request your free, full-color book-
mark which lists all the thoughts in the prayer 
ministry for 2021. 
Thoughts for:
March:  “I could see peace instead of this.” 

(Lesson 34) 

April: “I am the light of the world.” (Lesson 61) 

May:  “Forgiveness is my function as the light 
of the world.” (Lesson 62)

Q  As the editor of this magazine, 
I (Beverly) am honored to dedicate this issue 
of The holy encounTer to the transformative 
life and work of Dr. Gerald Jampolsky. Born 
in 1925, Jerry made his entry into eternal 
life December 29, 2020 just shy of his 96th 
birthday in February. Let me take a moment 
to share an encounter with my friend. Jerry 
and his wife Diane traveled the globe bringing 

the message of peace to the multitudes. I had 
the honor, along with my brother Richard, of 
leading a group of Americans and Canadians 
on a Citizen Diplomate tour to the then Soviet 
Union in 1985. And, to my surprise, who do 
you think we met? You guessed it, 
Jerry and Diane! My brother Richard 
Hutchinson is pictured at the end of 
the back row on left, and Diane and 
Jerry are on both sides of me in the 
center of the front row. I will always 
cherish this holy encounter from 
Russia, with love.  

Q  Retreat Experience Made Easy — Now is 
the perfect time to reserve your place at our 
next Holy Encounter Retreat on September 
24-26, 2021. These retreats give students 
time to go deeper into the experience of 
A Course in Miracles while enjoying the 
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Our 2021 Bookmark is Now Available!
Request your 
FREE full-color 
bookmark today 
which lists all the
thoughts in the 
prayer ministry 
for 2021.

call 714-632-9005 or at miraclecenter.org
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   4.  All minds are joined. Therefore, all 
healing is self-healing. Our inner peace 
will of itself pass to others once we 
accept it for ourselves.

   5.  Now is the only time there is. Pain, 
grief, depression, guilt, and other forms 
of fear disappear when the mind is 
focused in loving peace on this instant.

   6.  Decisions are made by learning to 
listen to the preference for peace 
within us. There is no right or wrong 
behavior. The only meaningful choice is 
between fear and love.

   7.  Forgiveness is the way to true 
health and happiness. By not judging, 
we release the past and let go of our 
fears of the future. In so doing, we  
come to see that everyone is our teacher 
and that every circumstance is an oppor-
tunity for growth in happiness, peace, 
and love.

     Students of A Course in Miracles will 
quickly recognize that the principles Jerry 
used for attitudinal healing were the perennial 
truths found in the Course. He was able to 
synthesize them in such a way that those who 
were in the most vulnerable of circumstances 
could understand and apply them. We can 
clearly see, however, that these principles  
are key for all of us in healing our lives and 
planet. But applying these concepts is not  
always easy and that is why storytelling played 
an important role in Jerry’s explanation of his 
work. His books, conference presentations, 
and articles in The holy encounTer were often 
filled with personal stories and examples. 
Since the Course says, “Everything you teach 
you are learning” (T-6.III.4:8), it was clear that 
every step of his work honed a life dedicated 
to a focus on truth and healing.
     One particular story about Jerry and his 
work comes from the book Journey Without 
Distance by Bob Skutch, and I feel it incorpo-
rates all of the above principles so beautifully. 
A mother had called Jerry about her son who 
had been in a terrible accident. He had been 
run over by a tractor and had been in a coma 
for 41 days. He was now out of the coma, but 
he was left completely blind and totally para-
lyzed except for his left arm. Her son Joey was 
terribly depressed, and they didn’t know what 
to do. She asked, “Can you help us?”

     Jerry asked where the boy was, and 
the mother replied that Joey was at home 
in northern California but was going to be 
moved to a hospital in Los Angeles where 
they were going to try some different therapy. 
Even though Jerry was 
three hundred miles away 
from their home, he heard 
his inner voice tell him to 
go and see them, and so 
he did. He flew to Eureka, 
rented a car and drove 
to their home to see if 
he could be truly helpful 
to them. 
     He shared with the 
family his principles of 
attitudinal healing; he 
especially focused on 
the third point: giving is 
receiving. Course students 
will recognize this concept 
from workbook lesson 
108 that states: To give 
and to receive are one in 
truth.” He emphasized the 
fact that when we are  
focused on helping  
another, we are actually helped.   

     “Even though things may look awfully 
bleak for you,” Jerry told Joey, “it is always 
possible to find other people to help. And 
you’ll discover,” he added, “that as you find 
people whom you can help, you’ll learn to 
help yourself.”

     The following day Joey was moved to a 
hospital in Los Angeles. When Jerry called 
Joey’s mom to see how he was doing, Jerry 
found out that the doctors’ prognosis was not 
hopeful. But that was not the end of the story. 
A few days later Jerry received a call from 
Joey’s mom who exclaimed, “I’ve got to tell 
you about the miracle!”
     She told Jerry that Joey was not doing well 
and was so deeply depressed that they felt  
he might just slip way. He was in a terrible 
state and nothing would cheer him up. She 
said she was in a state of despair for she 
had no idea how to help her son. Then she 
remembered what Jerry had said about 
helping others. There was a two-year old child 
a few beds down from Joey who had been 
crying day and night. The child was very ill 
and the nurses could not help him. The child 
had reverted to the state of an infant and was 
inconsolable and disturbing the entire ward. 

     Spontaneously, Joey’s mom went over 
to the child, picked him up, walked over to 
Joey’s bed, and placed the child face down on 
Joey’s chest. Joey was startled and recoiled, 
but almost immediately Joey lifted his left arm, 

the only part of his body 
that he could still move, 
and he placed his hand on 
the child’s back and began 
stroking and soothing the 
child until the child 
fell asleep.
     The mother went on to 
say, “Joey was smiling, the 
child seemed to be smiling, 
and the nurses came over 
and looked at the two of 
them there together, and 
they said, it’s a miracle; why 
didn’t we ever think of this?” 
Within days a new program 
was instituted at that ward of 
the hospital, letting children 
help each other. The ward 
turned into a place of joy. 
     Joey eventually regained 
his speech and motor 
abilities, but his healing was 

awakened as he awakened to the truth that he 
was not limited by his body; he could still be 
truly helpful to another.
     Stories like these about the impact of 
Jerry’s life work, reinforces the Course’s 
message that as we step back, listen, and 
let God’s love lead the way, we become the 
conduits of miracles that awakens miracles in 
others. In A Course in Miracles we read,

        “Miracles mirror God’s eternal Love. To 
offer them is to remember Him, and through 
His memory to save the world.”  (W-350)

     Jerry became a mirror of God’s love for 
so many. And, as he gave, so he received. 
The miracles he gave became his salvation. 
As a child who suffered from dyslexia, the 
world was a confusing place. He experienced 
challenges and heartaches throughout his life, 
but instead of being hardened or limited by 
the world, Jerry found the secret: helping. He 
allowed forgiveness to be the gift he received 
by being the gift he extended.
     I will miss my friend’s big smile and loving 
hugs, but I will rest joyously in the knowledge 
that his need to walk the world of limits is 
done. He is not limited by a body that could 
no longer house his mighty spirit. Just as a 

Continued on page 9

Jerry and Patsy Robinson in front of
the Attitudinal Healing Center in
    Tiburon, CA.
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Change Your Mind
          Change Your Life

Holding Each Other’s Hearts Gently
by Diane Cirincione-Jampolsky, Ph.D.

                hile talking with my beloved mother, 
Phyllis, back in 1978 I was glancing

 through her bookshelf. My eyes settled 
on three blue 
books of varying 
sizes. On the 
spines were the 
words “A Course 
in Miracles — 
Workbook, Text, 
and Manual 
for Teachers.” 
I turned to her 
and exclaimed, 
“What in the 
world is A Course 
in Miracles?” 
She said she had 
bought the books 
and was going to a group in the nearby city 
of Salinas each week to study them. I asked if 
I could go with her that week. To be honest, 
I felt protective of her and wanted to check it 
out. I do not remember anyone reading from 
the books that evening as the focus was on 
ESP, Telepathy, etc...  the intuitive ways of 
knowing beyond the body’s five senses. Since 
these were all familiar to me as tools to under-
stand others, I enjoyed the meeting, left, and 
never gave the books another thought.
     Fast forward to 1981 when, through a 
series of extraordinary, celestial events, Jerry 
and I met and came to know each other 
through some writing I had been doing for 
the previous three years. While visiting him 
one day in his home, there on the table were 
the same three blue books. He asked if I was 
interested in reading them, and I briskly said, 
“No. I have had enough theology in my life, 
and I am much more interested in a spiritual 
path.” He accepted that and added that if ever 
I wanted to borrow any of the books to please 
feel free to do so. 
     We had many, many conversations there-
after, and I continued to be amazed at how 

much aligned we were in our perspectives on 
life. He seemed to be giving voice to all that 
I had learned from my mother growing up 
about the power of a forgiving heart; about 

not ever judging 
anyone else as 
I did not walk 
in their shoes 
nor did I know 
their challenges; 
about how being 
grateful for all 
experiences in 
life  — not just the 
ones I deemed 
“good” or “bad,” 
and not judging 
them — just 
learning from 

their lessons; about the power of free will and 
the power to choose and to take responsibili-
ty for my choices; and perhaps most impor-
tantly, to love others and help to make the 
world a better place. 
     These basic ideals I knew so well, and 
in using the language of the Course, Jerry 
actually gave words to what I already knew to 
be true for me. So one day, I finally did take 
the Text with me and 
like so many others, 
would randomly open 
up a page, daring it not 
to make sense. In fact 
and of course, each 
“randomly selected” 
page was EXACTLY 
what was up for me 
that day. It was like 
finally coming home in 
so many ways. 
     By 1983 we were falling very much in 
love. Despite the 21 years between our ages 
and the radical differences at the time in our 
educations and life experiences, we always, 
without exception, seemed to stand on equal 
footing — a truly egalitarian relationship that 

spanned 40 years.
     There are moments in time that you never 
forget, and we surely had our share. Perhaps 
one of the most important ones, though, was 
when Jerry came to me later that year and 
held in his hand a bronze heart with the word 
“Love” inscribed. He asked me, “If I give you 
my heart, will you promise to hold it gently?” 
His vulnerability was palpable. There was a 
long pause as I contemplated what he was 
really asking. I knew he meant for life and that 
if I took the heart, it was tantamount to a vow. 
I said, “If I take your heart and promise to 
hold it gently, will you promise to hold mine 
gently too?” He looked deeply into my eyes 
and softly said, “Yes, I do.”
     As I gently took his heart, I said, “You 
know, Jerry, now that we are going to hold 
each other’s hearts gently and be vulnerable 
to one another, we will need to commit to 
something else. You and I have the ability to 
use words to either slay or to heal, to create 
separation or to support joining. If we are to 
succeed in holding each other’s hearts gently, 
we need to take a vow to never, ever use 
words as weapons against each other — or 
against anyone else. Are you willing to join 
me?” He contemplated this idea and then 

said, “Yes.” 
     From that time for-
ward we also commit-
ted that the foundation 
of our daily practice 
would be reading a 
lesson or section of 
the Course and then 
sharing our experience 
together. In all of our 
years together, and all 
the numerous discus-

sions and debates, the hundreds of lectures, 
workshops, and media events, and all the 
work in 61 countries on six continents, we 
never once broke the vows we made that day. 
For this we were truly grateful.
     When someone you love nears the end 

W

Diane Cirincione-Jampolsky, Ph.D., is the Founder and Executive Director of Attitudinal Healing International. She is also a therapist in private 
practice, a businesswoman, author, and international lecturer.

Jerry and Diane celebrating their 25th wedding 
anniversary in Hawaii.

Jerry loved to sculpt, and did this bronze statue
of his and Diane’s hands.
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of their life, many thoughts can pass through 
your mind both before and after. Even though 
we both knew that, given our natural lives, 
Jerry would transition before me, it did not 
always make it easier. He knew he would not 
be here much longer, and said so this past 
year. The process of consciously letting go of 
each other was a great learning and for me 
continues to this day. 
     We trusted deeply 
the Guidance we each 
received as we always 
prayed for our directions 
and asked what it was 
that we were to know for 
our answers. We relied 
on this to determine 
which requests we were 
to accept and always 
felt we had “A Celestial 
Scheduler.” As a result, 
we did not have con-
flicting goals. It was always peace of mind 
as our one goal and forgiveness as our 
function. We could not imagine a success-
ful marriage or partnership that was not 
based on forgiveness. We used it so often. 
Also, we knew each other’s intentionality 
was always good, even if we did not 
understand it at the moment. We always 
gave each other the benefit of the doubt 
and that worked well for us.
     Jerry used to say that “comparisons 
give you cancer of the soul.” We neither 
compared, nor competed with each 
other as we knew both were toxic for us. 
Instead, we used our energies and abilities 
to support one another. We also had the 
intention to be as present as possible with 
everyone we met, to listen, and to love. In 
order to be consistent in both our private as 
well as our public lives, we strove to have 
harmony and integrity in what we thought, 
said, and did. These are some of the 
cornerstones of our quest for having a holy 
relationship instead of a special one. 
     It is common knowledge that while Jerry 
was a successful Child and Adult Psychia-
trist, he was also an alcoholic and a militant 
atheist prior to the age of 50. It was then that 
Judith Skutch Whitson, who later published 
the Course, enthusiastically brought him the 
unpublished manuscript that she had just 
received from Bill and Helen. He asked what it 
was about, and she said something like “God 
and spiritual transformation.” He said, “Judy, 
you know I am not interested in that stuff.” But 
when she asked him to read just one page, he 

did not know how to refuse. 
     Jerry opened the manuscript and began 
to read and Spirit moved through him and, 
basically, blew open his atheist’s reality. He 
clearly heard the words, “Physician heal 
thyself. This is your way home.” He said he 
somehow knew his life was to be devoted 
to God and to serving others, and it was 

here that his new spiritual 
journey began. 
     We both came to hold 
the deep belief and knowl-
edge in the reality that we 
were not just bodies born 
to die, but spiritual beings 
who are a part of a greater 
reality of consciousness 
that carries on beyond 
the life of the body. We 
truly believe that the very 
Essence of our being, and 

everyone else’s, is Love and that since Love is 
eternal, death need not be viewed as fearful. 
This is what made his “Goodbye Time” as I 
called it, so much easier. 
     Before Jerry had his own transformation 
and spiritual awakening, he was very fearful of 
death. He was guided to open the first Center 
for Attitudinal Healing. He secretly hoped that 
the terminally ill children he was working with 
would somehow show him how to die. He 
was not disappointed. 
     Over the next years, Jerry and the Center 
Staff pioneered helping children and their 
families navigate through loss and grief. 
Together, they created the Peer Support 
Group model now used extensively around 
the world. Today, independent Centers for 
Attitudinal Healing continue to grow and are 
currently located in 36 countries as part of 
Attitudinal Healing International. 

    Jerry was gradually healed by the children 
as he left behind his fears of dying in his 
embracing of the Course. He would often say 
that when he died, the children he helped 
transition would be there to help guide him 
Home. He had a vision of what his moments 
after death would be. When he shared it with 
me, I promised him to try to hold the very 
same vision at the moment of his death. And 
this I was grateful to be able to do. 
     His vision was that he was at the bottom 
of a huge spiral that opened upward and was 
made of brilliant Golden Light. As he was 
looking up into the spiral, there were steps 
along the way and on each step was one of 
the children whom he was with when they 
transitioned. They were very excited to see 
him again and called out, “Jerry, Jerry is here!” 
As they reached down to him, he raised his 
arms, and they gently lifted him upward. They 
then took him by the hand and walked him 
into the Afterlife. 
     Safe journey, Beloved Being. Now you live 
in all of our hearts.

One of Diane’s favorite photos (taken in
Europe) of the deep bond between them.

At a cemetery in Europe, Jerry sat down and with great 
joy exclaimed this thought from the Course, “There is
no death. The Son of God is free.”

      Jerry Jampolsky was a truly great 
man and a pioneer of spirituality and 
A Course in Miracles. He changed the 
lives of thousands, through inspirational 
speaking, the Attitudinal Healing Cen-
ters he founded, and his many books. 

      Jerry lived and breathed love, 
forgiveness, and healing. He didn’t just 
talk about the principles; he put them 
into action, in the way he lived his life 
and in his work. I am immensely grateful 
to have hosted Jerry and Diane on their 
UK visits with the Miracle Network in 
both 2001 and 2011. For their time with 
us, they asked for no payment. Jerry’s 
love, kindness, humility and humour 
touched us all. We felt blessed. Love is 
the way we walk in gratitude.
Ian Patrick, founder of Miracle Network in the UK
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            urrounded with Love and family, Dr. 
Gerald “Jerry” Jampolsky passed away 

the evening of December 29th at 7:07 under 
a luminous rising full moon.

         “And when the evening comes today, 
we will remember nothing but the peace of 
God. For we will learn today what peace is 
ours, when we forget all things except  
God’s Love.”  (W-346.2)

      Along with Judith Skutch and Drs. Helen 
Schucman, William Thetford, and Kenneth 
Wapnick, Jerry was 
an integral member 
of the early group 
both as a student 
and a public commu-
nicator of A Course 
in Miracles princi-
ples. His numerous 
books introduced the 
Course to count-
less students. He 
remained a dedicated 
practitioner of the concepts and lessons of 
the Course for 45 years.
     The light of Jerry’s Love now joins with 
all the lives that he touched, influenced, and 
awakened, and all beings that still need his 
gentle light. Like the small plants surrounding 
a great redwood, all the progeny within the 
Course community will forever reflect the 
tender energy of this great Being who has 
passed on from the physicality of this lifetime. 
Having completed his sacred journey, Jerry 
leaves the gift of peace and the wisdom 
within forgiveness to us all. Every day, Jerry’s 
devotion to the Course and listening to love 
increased; peace grew, and healing flourished 
around him.
     Oprah spoke for many of us when she 
said, “It was one man’s definition of forgive-
ness that changed my life.” Based on 
A Course in Miracles, Jerry’s work awakened 
millions of people to the power of love and 

forgiveness. The pulsating light of his life 
force will continue to be our beacon to follow 
in both calm and turbulent waters until we 
make our sacred journey across the horizon, 
greeted by Jerry’s joyful smile.
     Jerry’s 20 books have sold over 10 million 
copies, all having the unique ability to make 
the principles of the Course more easily 
understood. Jerry believed his books’ titles 
should teach something, such as Teach Only 
Love and Love is Letting Go of Fear, and 
treated every moment and interaction much 

the same. His last 
book, Poetry and 
Notes to Myself — 
My Ups and Downs 
with A Course in 
Miracles, chronicled 
both his challenge 

and transformation 
with his spiritual 

journey. He lived and 

breathed the 
Course, teaching 
us to respond 
with love and 
forgiveness and 
how to awaken 
our hearts to God 
when our world 
seems turned 
upside down. 
Jerry taught that 
events, even 
the ones we call 
unjust or tragic, 
are opportunities to deepen our awareness 
of what is beautiful and eternal and thus love 
more deeply.
     Jerry began his spiritual journey at fifty 
years of age. Through the Course he trans-
formed from a lost man with low self-esteem, 
emotional armor, judgment, and materialism, 

to discover the power of love, forgiveness, 
purpose, and living with a wide-open heart. 
By any measure, Jerry lived a miraculous life. 

The boy, a demure 
underachiever 
with a learning dis-
ability (dyslexia), 
became a Stanford 
Medical School 
graduate and a 
faculty member of 
the University of 
California School 
of Medicine in 
San Francisco. 
Being one of the 
first students of 

the Course in 1975, he and some friends 
established the original Center for Attitudinal 
Healing in Tiburon, California, where children 
and adults with a life-threatening illness found 

peace of mind that was transforming for 
them and their families. Through his work 
at the Center, Jerry created the first Sup-
port Group Model, now used extensively 
worldwide. Through widespread media 
coverage, including 60 Minutes, his model 
went global. With his partner and spouse, 
Dr. Diane Cirincione, they were invited to 
work together in 61 countries, sharing the 
Course messages and inspiring Centers for 
Attitudinal Healing in 37 countries.
     Though his books are transformational, 
words are not the only message he leaves 
us with. His life is his primary message; 
how he walked through it peacefully with 
love in each step, how he awakened so 
many hearts with his presence. Of all of 

the miracles Jerry lived, perhaps the most 
remarkable and inspiring feat is that through 
A Course in Miracles, he went from a militant 
atheist to allowing God to transform his life. 
The pivotal moment was when Judy handed 
him the unpublished manuscript and asked 
him to “Please read just one page.” Simply 
put, Jerry lived with love, walked his talk with 

Recognizing Spirit
Remembering Dad

Dr. Lee Jampolsky is the founder of Inspirational Psychology and the author of ten books in fourteen languages. For free articles and free 
online courses visitdrleejampolsky.com. He is a retired psychologist and currently offers online spiritual mentoring and coaching. 
He can be reached at lee@drleejampolsky.com

S
by Lee Jampolsky, Ph.D.

Lee and Jerry, son and father, a healed relationship.

From (L): Brothers, Les 14, Art 12, 
and Jerry 6, pose together in
Long Beach, CA where Jerry was
born and lived. Notice the distinct
heart-shaped image that appears 
on Jerry’s forehead.

Jerry and his work with 
Attitudinal Healing was 
featured on numerous 
TV shows in the 1980s 
including 60 Minutes.
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patience and gentleness, and demonstrated 
that giving and receiving are one in truth.
     Jerry used stories to teach with, so it is 
fitting to close with a few. A person’s last days 
and words can say much about their life. Jerry 
could not speak but a few words in his last 
days, but a few short conversations ensued.
     With his two sons by his bedside, his 
eldest son, Greg, noticed his father seemed 
to be having an internal conversation.
   “Dad, who are you talking to?” Greg asked.
    “God,” his father answered in a raspy  

whisper.
   “What is he saying?” Greg asked.
   “Be at peace.”
     To one of his granddaughters, Lexi, he 
kept repeating a few sentences for several 
hours. Jerry’s repeated words speak wisdom 
for all of us. 
    “Let us remind each other that God loves 

everyone no matter what the situation is.”
   “Be present no matter what the situation is.”
    “Even after our bodies are gone, our light 

shines on everyone, forever.”
    “Remember that God’s love is present  

in us.”
     Another conversation was between Judy 
and Jerry during a recent time that was 
physically challenging for Jerry.
    “Jerry, how are you,” Judy asked her dear 

friend.

   “I am still learning,” Jerry responded.
     For close to forty years, Jerry practiced a 
holy relationship with his beloved wife, Diane. 
A few days before Jerry passed, cuddled up 
on his hospital bed, the two lay together in 
silence, aware it may be the last time.
    “Love is the way I walk in gratitude...  for my 

life and for you,” Jerry whispered. v

Jerry loved the ocean and beaches of Hawaii. It’s 
not goodbye, it’s Aloha.

A Special Place
in My Heart

by Marianne Williamson

J       erry Jampolsky holds a special place 
in my heart, as he does for anyone who

is a student of A Course in Miracles. But 
I’m fortunate enough to have a particular 
memory I will never forget: Jerry was the 
catalyst for my writing A Return to Love.
     It was 1988. I was living in Los Angeles, 
and I had gone to 
San Francisco to give 
a lecture. Jerry was 
coming to the talk and 
we decided to have 
dinner beforehand.
     During dinner he 
said to me, “Why 
don’t you write a 
book?”
     I said, “I don’t feel pregnant with a 
book.”
     “But it’s all in those tapes you make of 
your talks!” he said. Ah, who can forget 
those cassette tapes...
     My response was, “I don’t know how to 
get the material from my talks onto a page.”
     And then he said something to me that 
I will always remember: “Let’s just agree 
in consciousness,” he said, “that there is 
someone out there who could help you get 
the material from those tapes onto a page.”
     Exactly one week later, in New York, 
City, I met the man who would become 
my literary agent. He paved the way for 
the material to get from my tapes onto the 
page.
     I first met Jerry in the 1970’s, when he 

was a handsome power guy psychiatrist 
who was part of the original team of people 
who brought A Course in Miracles into the 
world. I remember how intimidated I was 
to even speak to him in those years. I had 
the good fortune to attend his wedding to 
Diane Cirincione, and I’ve had the even 

greater fortune of 
getting to know her 
as the years have 
gone by. Power 
couple doesn’t even 
begin to cover it. 
Those two people 
are as close to 
everything I would 
ever want to be, as 

anyone I have ever known.
     The Course says, “There is no death. 
The Son of God is free.” Who among us 
isn’t rejoicing now that Jerry has dropped 
the last layer of illusion that kept him sepa-
rate from the face of God? There is no way 
that he wasn’t welcomed into the realm of 
the angels by Helen, Bill, and others who 
loved him. And I can’t imagine he didn’t 
hear the Voice for God accompanied by a 
choir of angels, say “Well done, my Son, 
well done.”
     I can still see his smile. I can still feel his 
sweetness. And so will the world, I believe, 
even more as the years go by. There is no 
way to quantify what Jerry Jampolsky did 
for us all while he was here. And I’m so 
glad he will live forever.

Marianne Williamson is a bestselling author, political activist, and spiritual thought leader. 
For over three decades Marianne has been a leader in spiritual and religiously progressive circles. 
She is the author of 14 books.

L to R: Paul McNeff, Jerry, Diane, Beverly and 
Marianne at MDC conference in 2000.

v

     This is a beautiful eulogy of Jerry. I was 
privileged to work with the children’s attitudinal 
healing groups in the past. Thank you for 
honoring this man so dedicated to the one Truth! 
Blessings,
Brenda McBride in Dallas, TX
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How Can I Help?
Continued from page 3

caterpillar leaves his lowly existence to 
become the beautiful butterfly, Jerry has 
moved to a beautiful, heavenly experience 
where the limitations of the body will encum-
ber him no more. He is in the light, resting 
peacefully in the loving arms of God.

Beverly & Jerry at an MDC Conference in 1980.

Did You Know??
Our caring staff is available to help you 

during our regular office hours of
Monday - Friday from 9am to 4pm

just call 714-632-9005

     I am so grateful for Jerry and his teachings here on earth! 
I am so enjoying his book, Poetry and Notes to Myself. 
I highly recommend it. There is so much wisdom and a letting 
go of self in it! When I read page 185 in the Author’s note on 
forgiveness it was so touching it brought tears to my eyes. And 
then I read the poem, “Forgiveness, The Greatest Healer of All.” 
Wow, again, that says it all too! Get the book and read it.
     He was a loving and caring man. I enjoyed seeing Jerry, 
Diane, and Lee, at numerous A Course in Miracles conferences. 
Back in the 1990s I became an attitudinal healing facilitator and 

went into the women’s prison in Las Vegas and facilitated an attitudinal healing sup-
port group. I received so much from being able to do that. The 11th principle says: 
“Since Love is eternal, death need not be viewed as fearful.” It goes on to say, “This 
tells us that we have a body, but we are not a body. 
We are eternal, timeless, and changeless and we don’t 
need a body to continue to love. As we gently 
explore our feelings about life and death, 
our fear of death will lessen and we can 
begin to live our lives more fully. We can see 
death as a process, an experience, a learning 
opportunity, and a continuation of love.”
May Jerry, Diane, and Lee feel the peace 
and love that is surrounding them! 
Bobbi Beaudoin in Reno, NV
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their private office where they revealed to me 
their secret history of scribing a manuscript 
called, A Course in Miracles. 
     I was given a copy of that 1500 page 
manuscript, held in seven black thesis 
binders. I immediately called Jerry in Tibu-
ron, California, to read him some powerful 
passages I had already discovered. Never one 
to waste time, Jerry, asked me if I could bring 
it with me as soon as possible. I was making 
many trips to northern California as I was 
serving on the founding Board of Directors 
of the new Institute for Noetic Sciences. Ten 
days later, we were exploring this Course 
together when Jerry had a remarkable 
epiphany. He felt as if he had waited for this 
teaching all his life. He insisted upon speaking 
with the two scribes immediately to ask them 
if he could have a copy of this astounding 
document. After a long introductory personal 
telephone chat, Helen and Bill agreed.
     That was the beginning of a profound 
change in our relationship. Jerry and I would 
connect on the phone daily so I could read 
the Text to him before we discussed it. We 
continued through the Workbook, trying to 
put the theory into practice. We understood 

for the first time the 
meaning of a special 
relationship. We were a 
perfect illustration of that 
love-hate syndrome. At 
times there were enor-
mous attacks of our egos 
when Jerry would suggest 
we stop and intone a 
Course prayer for those

                                moments:

   “I give you to the Holy Spirit as part of 
myself. 

   I know that you will be released, 
  unless I want to use you to imprison myself. 
   In the name of my freedom I choose your 
  release, because 
   I recognize that we will be released 
  together.”   (T-15.XI.10:5)

      n September 1973, I was on my way to a 
parapsychology conference in Virginia.

 I was then living in New York City, and 
teaching courses in Parapsychology and New 
Dimensions of Healing 
at New York University. 
While waiting to change 
planes in Washington, 
DC, I met two friends who 
were going to present 
their scientific findings 
about their work with 
the psychic Uri Geller. A 
paunchy grey-haired man 
in a rumpled seersucker 
suit wove his unsteady 
way towards us. He was 
clearly intoxicated. My 
friends introduced the 
Californian as psychiatrist, Dr. Gerald Jampo-
lsky, who was aware of their work. The two 
scientists quickly moved on to board our 
connecting flight, and Jerry and I followed 
them, beginning a conversation about our 
mutual interest in consciousness research.
     That conversation continued throughout 
the three days of meetings. During that time, 
it felt to me as if I were reconnecting with 
a very familiar soul. Indeed, Jerry revealed 
the complete story of his life from birth until 
present in such surprisingly rich detail that 
I remember an inner whisper, “He is catch-
ing up since your last lifetime together.” He 
spared nothing, even that he felt insignificant, 
alienated, and alone. He admitted he was an 
alcoholic. 
     Why do two people, seemingly from 
different backgrounds, professions and 
lifestyles, meet with such deep recognition in 
an airport? Why do their lives interconnect at 
this juncture with such unknown power 
to produce a partnership that seemed a 
necessary part of a Higher Plan?
     After that conference, Jerry followed me 
to my home in New York City to meet my 

I husband, Bob Skutch, and a circle of our 
likeminded friends. Jerry’s keen interest and 
experiences in his own life and practice with 
children who thought beyond conventional 
boundaries echoed my own. My daughter, 

Tam, had been born 
acutely sensitive to forc-
es that took her past her 
five senses into a realm 
of what some called 
“The Sixth Sense.” Jerry 
knew she was being 
quietly investigated at 
the Maimondes Hospital 
Brooklyn, NY research 
facility known as “The 
Dream Lab.”
     That seemed enough 
upon which to base a 
close connection. But 

ours went much further than that. It quickly 
got confused with romance and produced an 
intensity that brought upon guilt and shame. 
It flourished with feelings that often included 
suffering and confusion. It deteriorated into 
bursts of rage, anger, and blame. Yet at the 
core there was always love and a bond that 
would not be broken.
     On May 29, 1975 
at Columbia University, 
School of Physicians and 
Surgeons, I met with Drs. 
Helen Schucman, William 
Thetford, and Kenneth 
Wapnick who were 
working in a large office 
suite together. The  
Department of Psychology 
was their base as Helen and Bill fulfilled their 
roles as professors and researchers. At a
memorable lunch we started to explore some
ideas of unconventional healing, and I sud-
denly addressed Helen, blurting out, “Oh, 
you’re hearing an Inner Voice, aren’t you?” 
I think I was as shocked as she was. But the 
door was opened to further discussion in 

by Lee Jampolsky, Ph.D.

My Brother Swan
by Judith Skutch Whitson

President of the Foundation for Inner Peace
(original publisher of the Course), Judy,  
with her life-long friend.

Judith Skutch Whitson is Founder and Chairperson of the Foundation for Inner Peace, the scribe-authorized publisher of A Course in Miracles 
since 1975.

Front row from L: Helen Schucman, Judy. 
Back row L: Ken Wapnick, Bill Thetford, 
and Jerry in the mid 1970s.
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     Sometimes it worked, sometimes it didn’t. 
We just kept on trying again and again. Helen 
and Bill were our personal therapists. They 
gleaned we were the first opportunity they 
had to see the Course in action through two 
people who were committed to seeing each 
other in a different, better way. We were 
blessed in having the 
guidance of the scribes 
along with that of our Inner 
Teacher. With our promise 
to each other and the 
Course, we accomplished 
what we had once thought 
impossible!
     Neither Helen nor Bill 
lived to see the completion 
of their work with Jerry and 
with me. But we know in 
Spirit, they are aware and 
must feel a happy connec-
tion in mutuality. To both 
of us Helen was a strong 
and stern advisor. She 
looked upon Jerry as an unfinished work. 
Sometimes she could be harsh. For his 
birthday in 1978 she reflected her views of 
the way she saw him in spirit. She recognized 
his potential in this poem dedicated to him: 

                   Brother Swan
 Let us forget the dark and hurtful ways
 We travelled on with you; the twisted feet
 That walked against the holy will of God,
 Away from peace and from the quiet lake
 That was the resting place that he ordained.
 The fumbling, failing creature has become
 The gift of God. In holy thankfulness
 We see in you what each of us can be
 And will become with you. You chose for us, 
 And turned your bleeding feet the other way,
 And we give thanks to you who chose for us.
 So let us look with wonder upon the swan,
 The gift of God, the holy light of Christ,
 Resplendent in his shining sinlessness.
 The purity of Heaven is your gift.

 Let us receive it now in thankfulness,
 For your release. Your free, unfettered wings
 Remind us that your freedom is our own,
 Remind us that our freedom is of God.          
   From The Gifts of God by Helen Schucman written for Jerry  
Jampolsky, requested by Judith Skutch Whitson.

     Jerry responded by having a lovely enamel 
pendant designed for her with the image of 
a swan on a blue background. For the rest of 
her life she often wore it around her neck as a 
symbol of her deep love for him.

     Over the years we saw more and more ev-
idence of a meaningful change. We dropped 
our judgments of each other. We began to 
see each other through gentleness. Gratitude 
became the framework in which we reflected 
each other’s holiness.
     All through this learning process, Jerry was 

devoting himself to Spirit 
more and more. He began 
writing inspired poetry and 
messages to himself. He 
gave up alcohol; he avoid-
ed coffee as a stimulant. 
His physical appearance 
reflected this change. He 
founded The Center for 
Attitudinal Healing origi-
nating in his home town 
of Tiburon which spread 
rapidly throughout the 
world as evidence of the 
adage: An idea whose time 
has come. 

     My husband Bob and I separated in form 
but not in function. We both remarried but 
remain to this day fulfilling our assignment as 
founders and directors of the Foundation for 

Inner Peace, the appointed publisher of the 
Course. I married Dr. William Whitson, a West 
Pointer who had spent many years of service 
in China. At the time we met, he was at the 
Library of Congress as Chief of Foreign Affairs 
and National Defense. Within a short time he 
joined us as Vice President of the Foundation 
for Inner Peace, responsible for the Transla-
tion Program with Dr. Kenneth Wapnick.
     Jerry was then ready for the other 
great gift of his lifetime. He met Dr. Diane 
Cirincione, truly a soul mate, and they forged 
a precious life together which continues to 
bless so many through their offering of deep 
spiritual counseling and Attitudinal Healing. 
     Sometimes I am asked if I know of anyone 
who is actually manifesting the practice 
taught in A Course in Miracles. There are 
some but I always cite as my superhero,
 Jerry Jampolsky. Over the nearly fifty years, 
I have had the unique privilege of experienc-
ing his success in accomplishing an amazing 
inner shift. I know of no one who has tried 
harder. He serves as an example to us all.

Jerry and Diane at their houseboat.

     I will always remember Jerry and Diane dancing like crazy 
at the last MDC Conference I attended. Beautiful people and 
he will be missed by the world but his love will never leave us.
Karen Woicik in Prescott Valley, AZ

     Jerry’s love inspired me with his first book, Love is Letting 
Go of Fear, many years ago, and his spirit will inspire me until 
I lay down to rest. Thank you, Jerry, and love to his entire 

earthly family.
 Alvah Jeter in Montgomery, TX

     So grateful for this sharing about Jerry, he has been a mentor 
and inspiration to me for 40 years. His book, Love is Letting Go 
of Fear, which I happened 
upon in a used bookstore 
all those years ago, 
brought me to 
A Course in Miracles 
and Attitudinal Healing. 

I will be forever grateful to God for the gift 
of Jerry on this planet.
And thank you all for all that you do.
Valerie Keartes in Asheville, NC
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by Beverly Hutchinson McNeff

            hysician, husband, father, 
      grandfather, renowned author, and my 
friend, Jerry Jampolsky, graduated into eternal 
life on December 29, 2020. This is my 
homage to him.
     I thank my dear 
brother Jerry for 
being a brilliant 
light in my life. In 
1986, I became a 
student of A Course 
in Miracles, having 
been introduced to it 
by my wife, Beverly. 
As a primer to my 
understanding of the 
Course, Beverly gave 
me several books by 
Gerald G. Jampolsky, 
M.D. Among them, Goodbye to Guilt and 
Love is Letting Go of Fear, were helpful and 
keenly insightful to my understanding the 
principles of the Course. So, when I heard 
that Miracle Distribution Center was hosting 
an evening with Jerry and his wife Diane Cir-
incione in early 1987, I was not only eager to 
meet them, but to help host them as well. 
     Jerry’s path to the Course, though different 
in form, was not unlike many of ours, having 
been deeply influenced by personal crisis. By 
1975, Jerry had made quite a name for him-
self in the field of clinical psychiatry. But after 
experiencing a painful divorce and a bout with 
alcoholism, he found himself at a crossroads. 
With hope quickly fading and urgently in need 
of help, he was aware that many people, in 
their desperation, turned to God for answers. 
But that was not for him. 
     It was about that time, Jerry was introduced 

to A Course in Miracles (still in its manuscript 
form) by a close friend and colleague, Judith 
Skutch Whitson. Out of a feeling of obliga-
tion to his friend, Jerry began reading the 
Course only to feel that something amazing 

was happening 
to him. In his 
book, Teach 
Only Love, Jerry 
recounts his 
experience: “On 
a deep level that 
I did not even 
know existed in 
me, there was 

an instant in which 
I experienced the com-
plete knowledge that 
I had found my path. 
Yet later I was shocked 
when I realized I had heard a voice within me 
saying, “Physician, heal thyself.”
     Along with Beverly, part of our activity of 
hosting Jerry and Diane for an event was to 
meet beforehand, discuss their upcoming 
presentation, and have dinner with them. 
Through the years, we’ve had the delight of 
hosting them countless times and each time 
I found myself being enriched and encour-
aged in our informal talks and conversation. 
Not only did we discuss their presentation 
and work of the Center, but they unfailingly 
got around to inquiring about how I was 
doing, ending up with asking, “How can we 
help?” 

     In the early 90s, Jerry and Diane shared 
the MDC stage with their good friends and 
collaborators, Hugh and Gayle Prather. This 
event was centered on the importance of 
communication and relationships. As well as 
the many others in attendance, I remember 
being challenged and gaining valuable insight 
into this all-important subject.
     One of the hallmarks of Jerry and Diane’s 
presentations was their storytelling. They 
were always off on some international mission 
of mercy and would bring back with them 
incredibly engaging stories of healing. Of the 
many compelling features of Jerry and Diane’s 
work was their steadfast reliance on love and 
forgiveness being the motivating force behind 
genuine experiential and transformational 
change in people’s lives.
     I remember too, how humor always played 
out as a natural byproduct of their lives and 
ministry; a constant reminder to me how 

much the Course talks about joy and laughter. 
They were living proof that one did not need 
to approach their spiritual discipline with com-
plete somberness. They were quick to point 
out the refreshing perspective of the Course 
as it addresses the perennially BIG question; 
how will the world end? They were quick to 
refer us to the Course. 

        “The world will end in joy, because it is 
a place of sorrow. When joy has come, the 
purpose of the world has gone. The world 
will end in peace, because it is a place of 
war. When peace has come, what is the 
purpose of the world? The world will end in 
laughter, because it is a place of tears.” (M-14.5)

P

Miracle Musings...
“Physician, Heal Thyself”

by Paul McNeff

Paul McNeff is married to MDC’s founder and has been a student of the Course since 1986. He is a professional singer and conductor and 
holds a master’s degree in vocal performance. In 1997, along with Beverly, he founded KidSingers, an inner-city, afterschool children’s chorus. 
The program has won many awards and been featured on Good Morning America. Learn more at: kidsingers.org

     “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

“Teach only love, for that is what you are.” (T-6.I.13)

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Course’s 
publication in 2001. Back row L: Paul, Jerry, Diane, 
William Whitson and Ken Wapnick. Front row from 
L: Beverly, Judy Whitson and Gloria Wapnick.

At MDC’s 1993 presentation on relationships. From L: Diane, Jerry, Ann 
Hutchinson, Paul, Hugh Prather, Beverly and Gayle Prather.
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    Perhaps one of the most direct ways which 
Jerry taught in harmony with the Course, was 
expressed in his reliance on teaching people 
to receive direction from their own inner 
guide. This can be best illustrated by a story 
Jerry shares in his book Teach Only Love. 
     He had met with a mother whose daugh-
ter was hospitalized with a brain tumor and 
was slipping in and out of a coma. When the 
daughter was lucid enough to speak, she 
would beg her mother to take her off chemo-
therapy and x-ray treatment. In a telephone 
conversation, the mother frantically pleaded 
with Jerry as to what she should do. She felt 
that he was an expert in these matters, and 
he would be able to give her a precise course 
of action.
     Jerry’s answer, however, was not what the 
mother expected. He said that a few years ago 
he would have known exactly how to advise 
her, but the only advice he had to give her 
now was: “to be still and listen to her inner 
voice.” The one thing he had learned for sure 
that could bring a restful assurance in a pain-
ful dilemma, was the “Voice of Peace itself.” 
Unhappy that Jerry could not be more definite 
in his guidance to her, they hung up. 
     The next day the mother called Jerry again, 
only this time her voice was quite calm. She 
said that after their conversation the previ-
ous day, she was able to quiet her mind and 
pray. The answer she received was: “There 
is no right or wrong. There is only love.” Her 
answer freed her mind to be in touch with a 
deep love for her daughter. Her guidance to 
a course of action was to stop all treatments 
as her daughter had requested. Three weeks 
later, the daughter peacefully passed into 
eternal life.
     Jerry’s Course-based counsel to this 
mother and daughter has been very impactful 
to me. The lesson is clear: when confronted 
with any life calamity (health, relationship, 
vocational disruption, or impending crisis), 
our course of action is to go within, quiet our 
mind, let go of attachment to any form that 
we have prejudged needs to happen, and 
allow the presence of peace to enter. From 
there we will be directed by love to a place of 
healing and serenity.
     Thank you, dear brother Jerry. Your light 
will never be diminished by the laying down 
of your body. It will continue to rise and guide 
us to that sacred sanctuary of peace. Teach 
only love, for that is what you forever will do.

  

by Lee Jampolsky, Ph.D.

He Knows!
by Joseph Miller

              r. Jerry Jampolsky’s life was a  
testament to the imperative he

heard as he opened A Course in Miracles 
in 1972, “Physician, heal thyself.” He never 
tired of inspiring us with the good news: 
we are not victims of the world we see; we 
can choose our thoughts and attitudes. 
     My personal experiences with Jerry 
were his and Diane’s joyful presentations 
at Miracle Distribution 
Center’s summer con-
ferences. Of course, to 
call these appearances 
“presentations” is to 
sin (if there were such 
a thing) against the 
very spirit. The charm 
was their spontaneity. 
Jerry was an unde-
fended, playful soul 
(I recall not so long 
ago Jerry and Diane 
dancing during one of 
those talks). There was 
a kindly twinkle in his 
eye, an eye that had 
seen everything and 
remained unshakeable 
in compassion.
     Because Jerry was so transparent about 
his own shortcomings, and the opportuni-
ties they afforded for healing, his example 
invited us to be kind to ourselves. His 
wisdom about forgiveness and healing was 
deep, pithy, and delivered in unforgettable 
capsules: “Be a love-finder, not a fault-find-
er” and “We can choose to see the light 
or the lamp-shade in another.” The kindly 
deference and mutual respect between 
Jerry and Diane always inspired me, a 
model of a relationship dedicated to a holy 
purpose. Jerry’s and Diane’s presentations, 
and all the many articles they wrote for 

The holy encounTer, were always shared 
spaces, examples of joining, testimony that 
two hearts are more than the sum of their 
parts.
     In 1981 I was recovering from heart-
break and a breakdown. A friend whisked 
me away from campus for a day in the 
mountains. After hours in the silence 
and spaciousness my defenses relaxed. 

The present moment 
seemed to stretch to 
eternity. Clear to me 
suddenly was the truth 
that there were two 
essential emotional 
currents: love and fear. 
We are either opening 
to life and trust or 
closing down in fear. It 
was clear and critical, 
and it seemed to hold 
the key to my own 
release from pain. 
I wondered why no 
teacher or parent had 
ever stated such an 
elementary fact. It 
should be at the top of 
every curriculum! 

I didn’t want to lose that thread, I reflected, 
as we rolled down from the mountain at 
dusk, returning to the city. But something 
inside assured me that help was on the 
way, and I would recognize it when it 
arrived. 
     The very next day I was in the busy 
campus bookstore when my astonished 
eyes fell upon a book cover and the room 
was suddenly swallowed in silence: Love 
is Letting Go of Fear. I wanted to yell, “He 
KNOWS! That author KNOWS!” In an 
instant I knew I was not alone and would 
never be again.

D

Joseph Miller is a writer, broadcaster and drapery tradesman. He has practiced the Course for 
twenty-five years, and participates in a weekly study group at Unity Church, Santa Barbara. He is 
also an associate of United Lodge of Theosophists. He lives in Goleta, CA, with his wife, Kim.

Appearing regularly at MDC’s confer-
ences, Jerry and Diane were well-loved 
presenters. Here they are with Beverly 
in 2016.
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epidemic in the 1980s, when so many people 
were terrified of those who had contracted 
the disease, fear and even hatred were 
rampant. Jerry embraced those with the 

disease and shared photos of 
himself hugging those who had 
AIDS. Jerry and Diane created 
a wonderful poster of a child 
saying, “I have AIDS. Please hug 
me. I can’t make you sick.” For 
anyone who lived during those 
days, this was a profound action 
that not only benefitted AIDS 
patients, but also those who 
were not only fearful of the dis-
ease, but also thought of AIDS 
patients as pariahs who had to 
be shunned. 
     For Jerry (and for Diane), 
love was (and is) the foundation-
al principle of their lives, 
and Jerry embodied that all of 
his life. Jerry told so many 

wonderful, beautiful and quite funny stories 
about himself. For example, he claimed he 
graduated at the bottom of his medical school 
class, but was the top intern from his class. 
He believed the reason for this was the fact 
that he listened to the children he was work-
ing with; for example, he told us about a child 
who kept asking, “Am I going to die?” and 
all of the other interns and doctors simply 
ignored the question, but Jerry talked to this 
child at length about fear and about love. He 
brought peace to a frightened child when no 
one else would even acknowledge their cry 
of fear. This was Jerry personified — loving, 
thoughtful, and profoundly caring.
      Throughout his life, Jerry blessed 
people of all cultures, all races and nationali-
ties around the world. Hugh and I were two of 
the people who experienced and benefitted 
from his love, his wisdom, and his profound 
devotion to the truth of our Eternal Oneness. 

              ugh and I began studying A Course
              in Miracles in early 1978; his mother 
had purchased the three-volume set after 
hearing Jerry Jampolsky speak in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. Hugh’s mother showed him the 
books and tried to hand him Volume 1, the 
Text, but since it came from his mother, he 
declined to take it until she sternly said, “Just 
open the book.” He obediently opened it to 
a random page and read, “Do you want the 
answer, or do you want the question?” He 
slammed the book shut, but he couldn’t stop 
thinking about what he had read, so he pur-
chased the books for himself — and for me. 
     We had been studying the Course for 
some time when Hugh 
decided he wanted 
to talk to this “Jerry 
Jampolsky” person, so 
he called him, and Jerry 
answered! Imagine 
that! Jerry invited Hugh 
(and me) to visit him in 
California. I was about 
two months pregnant 
with our first child, but 
I decided I had to meet 
this person too, so we 
flew to California and 
met Jerry. He was 
such an extraordinarily wonderful human 
being! Hugh and I were captivated by his 
honesty and his love for others — especially 
for children.
     Through the years, he introduced us to 
Bill Thetford, Judy Skutch, and to many other 
wonderful Course students. Sidenote: When 
Hugh told Bill about opening the Text and 
reading, “Do you want the question, or do 
you want the answer,” Bill informed him no 
such passage existed in that exact form — 
which we all loved! 
     Jerry visited us in Santa Fe several times, 
and on the first occasion, he actually called 
Helen and then put Hugh on the phone to talk 

H with her. Hugh told Helen how much he loved 
the Course, and she informed him that she 
thought it “was a load of crap.” Another side-
note: Bill told us that it was fortunate Helen 
felt that way, because 
otherwise, she would 
have edited it beyond 
recognition. 
     In 1981, Jerry and 
Hugh traveled to Atlan-
ta to meet with some 
of the parents who had 
lost children to a serial 
killer who primarily 
targeted young African 
American boys. For 

Jerry, it was part 
of who he was 
and what he did 
to help those in 
need of comfort 
during a time of 
horror and pain. 

Jerry lived to bless and heal those who were 
suffering and who were lost. For Hugh, it was 
a profound confirmation of the power of love, 
forgiveness, and oneness. I still have Hugh’s 
Certificate of Citizenship that he received 
from the Mayor of Atlanta in March, 1981; 
I also received one, as did John, our then 
two-year-old son. Jerry never hesitated to go 
where he was most needed; his purpose in 
life was to bring emotional healing to all who 
were suffering. 
     To Hugh and me, Jerry was the personifi-
cation of love, forgiveness and tolerance. He 
gave without question; he forgave without 
question; he embraced all beings without 
question. During the height of the AIDS 

by Lee Jampolsky, Ph.D.

To a Beloved Friend 
and Mentor
by Gayle Prather

Gayle and Hugh Prather with Jerry in 1988 in Santa 
Cruz, CA.

Gayle Prather, along with her late husband Hugh Prather, is the author of many books, including Notes to Myself, which has sold over a million 
copies, Notes to Each Other, and I Will Never Leave You.

In the 1980s, Jerry and Diane 
created a poster to calm the 
fears about AIDS.
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Jerry’s Homecoming
by Jacob Glass

Jacob lectures in Southern California and has a global ministry of his recorded weekly talks. His eight books are available from the Center. 
You can contact Jacob at www.jacobglass.com

“I am here only to be truly helpful.” (T-2.V.A.18:2)

     was first introduced to A Course 
     in Miracles in San Diego, California, in 
1984 at Terry Cole-Whittaker Ministries 
where I was taking a 10-week class called 
“Mastery in Faith.” Terry was using the Course 
a lot in that particular series, and the work-
book lessons were a part of 
our homework. Somewhere 
during that time period, Jerry 
Jampolsky and Diane Cirinci-
one-Jampolsky came to guest 
speak at our Sunday Service. 
It was very exciting for me 
because it was the first time 
seeing and hearing someone 
speak specifically about the 
Course. At that time Love is 
Letting Go of Fear was very 
popular in the ministry and 
having them there was a very 
big deal for us all.
     Over the years I would 
catch wonderful glimpses of Jerry on tele-
vision or on the internet, like when he and 
Diane did a PBS show Global Spirit with Car-
los Santana and talked again about the power 
of love and forgiveness to heal our fear and 
bring us back to oneness. And I heard him 
speak live several times at Miracle Distribution 
Center conferences when I was also speak-
ing, but I never actually met Jerry or Diane. 
We were like ships passing on the ocean of 
miracles I suppose.
     The conference was usually on weekends 
when I was lecturing in Santa Barbara on 
Saturdays, so I would drive down to the con-
ference on Sunday morning and by then Jerry 
was usually gone because he was off on Holy 
Assignment “to be truly helpful” somewhere 
else in the world. The last time I saw him live 
was from the back of the conference hall 
and then OFF HE RAN to catch a plane, and 
it seems to me they were going to Bolivia or 

somewhere like that. At that time he must 
have been in his late 80s and yet he was still 
Mr. A Course in Miracles International, and I 
hadn’t been on a plane in well over a decade 
or more! THAT was the thing that always blew 
me away about Jerry. Though I did not know 
him personally, he seemed to be tireless in 
fulfilling his function as the light of the world. 
Or, if he was tired, it did not seem to stop 

him from following his inner 
marching orders. And since 
I am both a metaphysical 
Course student AND a 
hypochondriac, I find that 
amazingly inspiring and 
miraculous!
     The last time I saw Jerry 
was on a livestream he and 
Judy Skutch Whitson filmed 
in January 2020, sitting in a 
lovely garden as they held 
hands looking as precious 
as kitten’s lips. Jerry was 
blind by this time, and still 
there he was once again 

talking about love and forgiveness as they 
described the transformation of their own 
relationship from “special” to “holy.” It seems 
so perfect that they opened the video with 
“the prayer for salvation” which begins with 
“I am here only to be truly helpful.” He said 
that no longer having physical sight was okay 
because he had spiritual vision instead.
     I know there is no size in these things, but 
to me he is one of the giants of the Course so 
naturally my mind goes to the wonderful sec-
tion of the Song of Prayer having to do with 
“death” and seeing without the body’s eyes:

        “We thank the body, then, for all the  
service it has given us. But we are thankful, 
too, the need is done to walk the world of 
limits, and to reach the Christ in hidden 
forms and clearly seen at most in lovely 
flashes. Now we can behold Him without 
blinders, in the light that we have learned to 
look upon again. 

     We call it death, but it is liberty.” (S-3-II.2:2) 

     And now he need never dash off to catch 
a plane again. He is no longer dreaming of 
exile but is fully at Home, probably partying 
and telling wonderful stories and anecdotes 
about all his wonderful adventures. Thank 
you, Jerry, for doing it so beautifully. 
      

I 

Jerry and Diane at MDC’s 1998 
conference appearing in African 
garb from their recent trip.
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     Jerry demonstrated the little 
WILLINGNESS to allow the Holy 
Spirit within to transform his own life, 
which inspired his brothers all over 
the world, to do the same! We are so 
blessed that he touched our minds 
and hearts so profoundly!
Maya Balenz in Eugene, OR

     I continue to pray for Jerry 
Jampolsky. He is a man who changed 
attitudes for many and thus changed 
the world. I am sending God’s bless-
ings for his wife Diane and his son 
Lee who inherited his father’s wisdom 
and gift for imparting this love to 
others. A wonderful man whom 
I had the good fortune to meet when 
he signed one of his books for me. 
Diane was with him in London at 
that seminar, and she was a wonder-
ful helper to him as his health had 
started to fade then. A life well lived 
and a wonderful inheritance of love 
and wisdom left for everyone. Love 
and many blessings for the help and 
understanding you gave, Jerry. 
Rest well.
Sandra Taylor in Mugla, Turkey
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